HAVING COURAGE TO EMBRACE OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY
· God has much in store for every believer’s life

· With God’s help we can make a great difference in this world as we simply allow Jesus to take over the reins of our life
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But as it is written:

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

 Nor have entered into the heart of man

 The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”

“But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:9-10)
· As we press into God He will begin to birth things in our heart to do for His glory – Things so much greater than we could ever imagine

· However in this life we are continually in a spiritual battle. The enemy will continually try and oppose the plans of God for our life
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)
· The Apostle Peter wrote,

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· Jesus Himself said,

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” (John 15:18-19)
·  However like Jesus we must never give up on what God has called us to do in life. That even when we experience great setbacks and at times rejection by others, we remain committed to fulfilling God’s plan for our life
· At the beginning of His ministry here on earth Jesus said,
“...My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” (John 4:34)
· At the end of His time here on earth Jesus said,

“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. I have glorified You on earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” (John 17:3-4)

· WE ALL AT TIMES WILL NEED COURAGE TO KEEP ON THE NARROW PATH THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE
· We need courage to overcome our fears in life – to face and overcome those mental giants

· We need courage to remain strong in our walk with the Lord when we have been rejected and betrayed by close friends – The enemy will always try and target our relationships with others
· King David, who was anointed to be the future King over all of Israel when just a teenager, went through a great test in his life just prior to partially fulfilling this call upon his life in becoming King of Judah. OFTEN OUR GREATEST TESTS IN LIFE COME JUST PRIOR TO A BREAKTHROUGH IN OUR LIFE. 

· We see this event in David’s life in chapter 30 of 1 Samuel,

“Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, and had taken captive the women and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill anyone, but carried them away and went their way. So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive.

Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep. And David’s two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive. Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters. BUT DAVID STRENGTHENED HIMSELF IN THE LORD HIS GOD.” 

Then David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please bring the ephod here to me.” And Abiathar brought the ephod to David. So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them?” And He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all.” So David went, he and the six hundred men who were with him, and came to the Brook, Besor, where those stayed who were left behind. But David pursued, he and four hundred men; for two hundred stayed behind, who were so weary that they could not cross the Brook Besor.            (1 Samuel 30:1-10)

“So David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away, and David rescued his two wives.” (1 Samuel 30:18)
· A SHORT WHILE LATER DAVID BECAME KING OF JUDAH – The first step on the way to becoming King over all Israel and Israel’s greatest King

· We need courage to keep on the path that God has planned for our life when our challenges appear insurmountable and there appears to be no light at the end of the tunnel
· These are the winter seasons when God is developing Christ like character in our life as He prepares us for promotion in His Kingdom, 
· We need courage when a door does not open that we thought was of God – God knows what He is doing and His ways are far higher than our ways
· During these times we need to just refocus on Jesus

· When God calls us to step out into new terrain and to do new things that we have never done before
· Just before Joshua led the Children of Israel into the Promised Land, the LORD emphasised the importance of having courage. 
· We see this in chapter  one of the book of Joshua

· The Lord said to Joshua

“No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. (Joshua 1:5)

“Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. (Joshua 1:6)

“Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. (Joshua 1:7)

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)

· So too as Christians we can be assured that the Lord is with us where ever we go. Jesus said to His disciples before ascending to Heaven,
“... and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen” (Matthew 28:20)
· THE KEY TO HAVING COURAGE IS TO SIMPLY HAVE A CHILDLIKE TRUST IN THE LORD and in His ability to work things out in our life – NO MATTER WHAT WE MAY BE GOING THROUGH IN LIFE

· There is a saying “that when it rains it does not just rain but it pours”

· I am sure we have all at some time in our life been confronted with many trials and challenges all at the same time. How we need to at these times to just trust the Lord one day at a time.
· These are the stretching times that we all go through in life – unpleasant as they may be

· AS LONG AS WE STAY IN FAITH AND DO NOT BECOME BITTER WITH LIFE’S CHALLENGES, WE WILL OFTEN FIND THAT DURING THESE TIMES IN OUR LIFE WE GROW MOST IN OUR FAITH AND IN CHRISTLIKE CHARACTER as God prepares us for new and bigger doors of opportunity for our life
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:28-29)
· In the book of James we read,

“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete lacking nothing.” (James 1:2-4)

· WE MUST SIMPLY CHOOSE TO MAINTAIN A HEALTHY ATTITUDE TOWARDS OUR TRIALS AND REJECTIONS IN LIFE – As we do we will never lose heart.

· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:9)
· We must continually not be moved by our circumstances, but simply just maintain a childlike trust in the Lord during these times

· In the book of Jeremiah we read,
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.” (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
· In the book of Isaiah we read,

“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)

· The Bible makes it clear that we can fully entrust our lives to the LORD – In every area of our life God is able to work things out
· As we spend time in the Word of God we will always be greatly encouraged.

· The LORD said to Joshua just prior to him leading the Children of Israel into the Promised Land,
“Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. (Joshua 1:7)
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

· Jesus Himself emphasised the importance of being both hearers and doers of God’s Word. We must be careful not to give the enemy any foothold in our lives

· God knows what is best for us and what we need in life and wants us to live a life of great fruitfulness. The enemy will always look for opportunities to destroy the good things that God has planned for our life

· Jesus said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

· AS WE JUST SIMPLY “TRUST AND OBEY” WE WILL ALWAYS SEE GOD CHARTERING US THROUGH THE STORMS OF LIFE
· God’s word helps us to stay on course with what God has planned for our life. In Psalm 119:105 we read,

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”          (Psalm 119:105)

· Jesus Himself said, “Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.” (Matthew 7:24-25)

· MEDITATING ON AND SPEAKING OUT GOD’S PROMISES IN HIS WORD AND LOOKING AT GOD’S FAITHFULNESS IN THE BIBLE TO THOSE WHO HAVE TRUSTED IN HIM IN THE PAST, IS A KEY TO REMAINING STRONG IN OUR FAITH AND HAVING COURAGE TO FULFIL OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY IN LIFE. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)

· The bible clearly reveals that we all have a hope and future when we come to Christ and that He WILL always be with us as we simply allow Him to be LORD of our life and behind the scenes orchestrating and working things out in our life
· WHEN WE LOOK AT ALL OF GOD’S PROMISES IN THE BIBLE AND BUILD OUR LIVES ON THEM, AND AS WE LEARN TO SPEAK OUT OVER OUR FUTURE WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT OUR FUTURE, WE WILL GROW IN FAITH AND COURAGE.
· In doing this we will not be moved during the trials of life

· WHEN WE MEDITATE ON THE WORD OF GOD WE SEE
i) God’s promised provision for our lives
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19)

ii) That God is both willing and able to help us at all times

Jesus Himself said,

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33) 
iii) God’s incredible faithfulness towards us

In the book of Hebrews we read,
“…For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?” (Hebrew 13:5-6)
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) 

We can build our lives on God’s faithfulness

iv) God’s great love for us

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) 
v) God’s protection in our lives, 
Jesus Himself said,
“Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will.” (Matthew 10:29)

“Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.” (Matthew 10:31) 
In the book of Isaiah we read,
“No weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which rises against you in judgment you shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is from Me,” says the LORD.”   (Isaiah 54:17)            

vi) God’s sovereignty in all that we go through in life if Jesus is truly both our LORD AND SAVIOUR. In the book of Psalms we read,
“Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.”  (Psalm 37:3-5)
SO IN CONCLUSION I WANT TO FINISH BY QUICKLY SHARING JUST FIVE KEYS THAT CAN HELP US TO REMAIN STRONG AND COURAGEOUS IN OUR WALK WITH THE LORD
1) We need to continually build our life on the Word of God – “So then Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (ROMANS 10:17)
2) We need to quickly take all wrong thoughts captive and bring them into line with the Word of God and what God says about our life        The Apostle Paul wrote, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)
3) We need to continually keep our eyes on the LORD and on His promises in the Word of God, rather than continually focusing on all the problems in our life. When Jesus called Peter to walk on the water to Him, whilst his eyes were fixed on Jesus He walked on the water. 

But the moment He took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the storms around him, he began to sink 

The Apostle Paul wrote, 
“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” (Colossians 3:1-2)

WE NEED TO CONTINUALLY KEEP OUR EYES ON GOD’S PROMISES IN HIS WORD AND ON HIS AWESOME POWER AND ABILITY TO HELP US IN LIFE
The word of the Lord came to the Prophet Jeremiah in prison, 
“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
4) We need to continually seek the Lord for His wisdom and direction in life  
We need to have a lifestyle of prayer where we instinctively cast our cares upon the Lord and seek Him for wisdom, guidance and help 
As we seek the Lord for help and direction in life, He will speak to us either directly, through His Word, through others, in dreams or visions or in other ways on a continual basis to help us in times of need
As we learn to continually involve God in all that we do in life, we will also make good choices in life. This will help us to not bring upon ourselves unnecessary problems and trials through making wrong choices in life. This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “pray without ceasing,” (1 Thessalonians 5:17)
GOD PROMISES TO ANSWER ALL OF OUR PRAYERS THAT ARE IN LINE WITH HIS WILL FOR OUR LIFE
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7) 
The Apostle John wrote,
“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.     (1 John 5:14-15)
In the book of James we read,

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. “But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” (James 1:5-8) 

And finally,
5) WE MUST SIMPLY JUST CHOOSE TO TRUST THE LORD IN EVERY SITUATION IN OUR LIFE, AT ALL TIMES
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

